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CONSIDERATIONS 


towards a peaceable Reformation 
in Matters Ecclefiaſticall. 


ANTIGUA UDALAS: Ul ASH Uh UA 


QJHat the ſtraighteſt,and fo the ſhorteſt 
—_— 1 Ruc, to compoſe differences in 

= TR wayes, is to agree of ends 3 for delibe- 
WI rations are not duly drawne up, when 
the deſigne is uncertaine. Hee that 
hath no certaine port, Hath no certain 
winde : Therefore it were to bee wiſhed, before wee 
2oe too. farre in Collateral heats , and divertive retar- 
dings in diverſity of Projects, that we well underſtood 
what Reformation of our Church doth import in a ſo- 
ber ſenſe : For untill that be fore-laid, and allowed b 
an Univerſall Vote , it will be very eaſle for the averſe 
partie to blaſt all bleſſed beginnings , and to raiſe rub- 
biſh to become a Rocke, or at leaſt a Remora of our 
Reformation. 

2. That the worke in hand is not planting of a 
Church, laying fundamentals, nor onely the jo; ecka 
of praiſes to tore-laid principles, but the perfe&ting 
and improving, cu” effectu, thoſe Orders and Ordinas- 
ces that have beene either omitted or corrupted ; and in 
the removing, what doth pregramtly produce ſuch dif- 
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tempers: 
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rempers : That ſo wee may ſecure future Relapies by 


reall Clauſes conſervative, 

3. That though the rule of Sypernaturals is not de- 
fective, nor difficult in the neceſlaries to the beeing or 
well beeing of the Catholique Church ; yet in relation to 
the better be ing of particular Churches, there muſt be 
beating out of advantages by ſerious confideration of 
conſequences 3 not as to ſingle ſalvation, bur in reſpe& 
of common edification , as we are colle&ively conſide- 
red in a viſible focietie : Now the fewer deductions that 
wee admit, the ſafer it is, both in relation to humane 
reaſon,and Antichriſtian Tyranny, which runnes up all 
into Authority 3 which is brought in, not onely as au- 
Xiliarie, but as authentique alſo in a concurrert way. 

4. That it is very ſafe, and favours ofa prudent and 
peaceable ſpirit, not eaſily to conclude many things in 
CGovernement » Ture Divino; For as Rd nentt, in 
point of beliefe are few, and fully revealed, and ſoberly 
to be held without any ſ»pplementive additionals ; and 
the admitting of more is the cauſe of all the miſchie- 
vous miſeries in the Church in point of Do@rine : fo 
it fets us at a diſtance from peace , at defiance amongſt 
our ſelves , and difableth all accommodation, topitch 
downe a Governement 1ure Divizo ; yea, produces ma- 

ny hard on prejudicating the truth of God ; and 
gives | ro 1 plauſibly to arreſt and attaint Religion, 

r fulpition of diſturbance or incroachment 7by ſuch 

fore-ftalling the Civill State, and rendring the buſi- 
neſſeof Reformation for the future impoſlible. 

'5. That though in a degenerate time, and Church, 

it be well agd wiſely done to diſcover as much as may 
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be for information, as neceſlary to Reformation ; yet wee 
may doe as well to be wary, that we diſcard not all wee 
diſlike with the ſame degree of detetation : So that as 
we have cauſe not to bleſf: all that we would have, with 
a Iure Divins, (o we may finde reaſon rot to blaſt all 
that we deſire ſhould be removed, with an Antichriſti- 
an brand : For we are farre from peace, while wee put 
ill-ſounding conſequences upon other mens opinions 
and vraftiſes , or by provoking parallels , or envious 
agoravations , repreſent them odious. This is very 
hardly to be avoyded, where affaires are carried with | 
few heads and many hands 3 and when they take de- 
ſtruQive worke to be their way, and that to have moſt 
of Juſtice which hath moſt of Primitive proceedings 
in it. This courſe hath coſt Chriſtendome deare , for 
ſeldome any Councels but fell fowle upon opinions by 
extreame ſentences : Now though middle Councels 
are ſeldome ſafe in affaires of State, yet ſeldome hurt- 
fu!l in buſineſle of the Church. 

6. That though it be unpleaſing, and may prove 
pernitious , peremptorily to lay downe a way of go- 
vernement, /ure Divino, to the decrying of all others 
in an excluſive way 3 yet & is very reaſonable and con- 
formable to the principles of a Chriſtian Church, to 
propoſe the deſignes Iuris Divini, coaſting in all con- 
ſultations cloſeſt, to that which is by divine permiſſi- 
on or approbation ; as what is moſt for Chriſtian 
peace, freeſt from ſcandall, fulleſt for edification, moſt 
for the glory of God : which Rules binde not onely be- 
cauſe they are written, but alſo becauſe they are reaſon. 
And in. thus doing wee ſhall bee true to the end and 
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(6) 
reaſon of the State, which is to be a moſt Chriſtian 
nationall Church. 

7. That as change is no wiſe mans choice, but hard 
chance often puts him to yeeld to it , who would never 
poſitively have pitched upon it for a remedy 3 fo it is 
reaſon in alterations totake care that ſomethings which 
are mutable,as to their originall,be not too eaſily chan- 
ged upon colour of Incovenience,without ſuch a neceſſt- 
ty as 15 as cafily diſcovered : For as it is dangerous to 
venter upon the inconveniences of any great alteration, 
ſo it will be difficult to avoid the like grievances upon 
the ſame grounds, becaule if we change now evill for 
good , upon mens advice , why may wee not change 
againe for the better ; and ſo we ſhall alwayes be med- 
ling under the conſideration of mending : and while we 
complaine of Innovations, wee ſhall doe nothing bur 
innovate. 

8, That we ſhall doe well to diſtinguiſh upon what 
is to be reformed, whether the corruptions be incorpo- 
rated by Cuſtome , have colour of Law, or are meere 
matter of Fa& , which doe riſe and fall with a faQion : 
Diſ-uſage to carry men off inſenſibly , may be ſafe in 
the firſt 3 over-ruling by interpretation in the ſecond ; 
and exemplary diſcountenance in the third ; for where 
ſuch men get no heat, they will take no cold. And fo 
we ſhall appeare , ſuch as ſeeke more to remove what 
we feare then what we hate. 

9. That as it is a flip in Judgement to confound 
Perſons and things, Fad# and Law, 1n a deſtructive way , 

ſo it may be anerrour in good defires3 and ſomething 
daſh our defigne to goe dire and downe-right wayes, 
thoug 
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though to upright ends in point of Edification , with- 
out allowance of due time for men to ſce reaſon in 
. what is laid downe as a Rule : For all ſudden depar- 
tures are dangerous and offenſive,2s prodigious; there- 
fore it may be a confideration worthy the weighing , 
and will prove a great aſſurance of peace, to lay foun- 
ditions of Governement at a good latitude , that the 
Reformation may bce of a growing conſtitution , and fo 
may beare up againſt corruption 3 as well underlaid by | 
its owne good temper;,and not onely ſtand or fall by the 
temper or diſtempers of men, 
Io. That if it be not well to goe on in provoking 
wayes, when tis poſſible to pacife and ſweeten, then it 
is not wiſe to ſtirre many matters at once, becauſe ma- 
ny matters. engage many men z yea, many times move 
more than is fit to bee removed, or to bee diſcovered 
moveable : Therefore in puniſhing perſons, Refor- 
mers ſhall doe well to be tender of the hononr of Offices; 
and in diſcarding Superſtition in point of places,times; 
and performances , take heed of foſtering prophane- 
neſle in any of thoſe reſpects, I confeſle tis hardly to 
be avoyded, but that party which isto ſuffer Reforma- 
tion, muſt needs for the time be neare to ruine : for 
many that hate the Clergies Canons and Orders , love 
not Gods Commandements nor Ordinances. 
IT. That though Civill States may be free from 
temporal! turnes and intereſts in the Reformation the 
defigne on the Church, yet they ſhall hardly avoid the 
ſſpition of it,if the C/ergy be not xeſpeRively called to 
Conſultation : Therefore it may be well, and is expedted 
that there bee communicating not onely in a private 
way 


(8) 
- way with men , whoſe mindes they know afore-hand, 

and-it may be, have already ſuggeſted their ſence 3 bur 
with ſuch alſo as are diſ-ingaged and reſolved to be re- - 
ſerved untill ſuch a time, as a publique agitation may 
giveground to declare their julgements 3 this will be 
of no ill influence upon the whole worke in relarion 
to the Chriſtian world. 

I2, That ſeeing Politique Lewes ſhould be laid in 
with 2orall poſſibility , and multiplicity of commands 
makes them impoſlible , as well as the difficulty of 
the duties 3 therefore it is beleeved a good courſe not 
to over-lay any State with poſitive penall Lawes, pro- 
miſſarie Oathes , diſcovering Subſcriptions, or multij- 
tude of Ceremonies 3 —_ a Church that hath 
the Law of God as a perte& rule of Do&rine , Man- 
ners, and neceſſaric Diſcipline : But let the things be 
few that are required, and then let them bee ſtrongly 
commanded. For many indifferent things have coſt too 
. deare, having beene put on too hard upon pious and 

peaceable men , without any accommodation or tolle- 
ration : Thus without caſes reſerved to an arbitrarie 
power, conſcientious men may bee moderately dealt 
with, that they complaine not ofa rigorous remedy as a 
grievance and perſecution'of mankinde. 
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